On behalf of my co-authors, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to reply to Dr. Altundag's letter [1] submitted in reference to our manuscript, Palbociclib in Combination With Fulvestrant in Women With Hormone Receptor-Positive/HER2-Negative Advanced Metastatic Breast Cancer: Detailed Safety Analysis From a Multicenter, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Phase III Study (PALOMA-3) [2] . Dr. Altundag commented that in PALOMA-3, premenopausal patients were treated with fulvestrant without the addition of an ovarian suppression therapy (i.e., luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone [LHRH] agonist). However, patients who were pre/perimenopausal (n 5 108) were treated with ovarian suppression with goserelin in both arms of the study, as noted in our publication [1] and earlier publications [3, 4] . These PALOMA-3 publications provided full details regarding treatment with goserelin in pre/ perimenopausal women [3, 4] . Specifically, all pre/perimenopausal women had to have commenced treatment with a LHRH agonist 4 weeks prior to randomization, with goserelin then administered every 28 days throughout the duration of study treatment [3, 4] .
In Reply
On behalf of my co-authors, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to reply to Dr. Altundag's letter [1] submitted in reference to our manuscript, Palbociclib in Combination With Fulvestrant in Women With Hormone Receptor-Positive/HER2-Negative Advanced Metastatic Breast Cancer: Detailed Safety Analysis From a Multicenter, Randomized, Placebo-Controlled, Phase III Study (PALOMA-3) [2] . Dr. Altundag commented that in PALOMA-3, premenopausal patients were treated with fulvestrant without the addition of an ovarian suppression therapy (i.e., luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone [LHRH] agonist). However, patients who were pre/perimenopausal (n 5 108) were treated with ovarian suppression with goserelin in both arms of the study, as noted in our publication [1] and earlier publications [3, 4] . These PALOMA-3 publications provided full details regarding treatment with goserelin in pre/ perimenopausal women [3, 4] . Specifically, all pre/perimenopausal women had to have commenced treatment with a LHRH agonist 4 weeks prior to randomization, with goserelin then administered every 28 days throughout the duration of study treatment [3, 4] .
In his letter to the editors, Dr. Altundag expressed interest in more detailed safety analyses in premenopausal women. We recognize the importance of further understanding the safety profile of palbociclib in this important subgroup of patients and have, thus, performed a more in-depth study of the safety and efficacy of palbociclib in combination with fulvestrant in pre/perimenopausal women with metastatic breast cancer in the PALOMA-3 study. The results were presented at the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Annual Meeting in June 2016 [5] and are being prepared for publication as a manuscript. Briefly, preliminary results presented at ASCO reported that despite the concurrent use of goserelin, the safety profile of palbociclib plus fulvestrant in pre/perimenopausal women was similar to the safety profile in postmenopausal women [4] . The frequency of adverse events (AEs) (any grade and grade 3/4) and serious AEs (any grade and grade 3/4) was similar in both groups [5] . Also, rates of discontinuations and dose modifications due to AEs were similar in pre/perimenopausal and postmenopausal women [5] . Further details on the safety profile of palbociclib in premenopausal breast cancer patients in PALOMA-3 will be described in a future publication.
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